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ERASMUS+  VETERINARY MEDICINE 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Erasmus+ program, http://www.erasmusplus.it/erasmusplus/erasmus/ (see the internet site for 

more detailed general information), is the European Union program for Education, Training, Youth 

and Sport 2014-2020. The Erasmus+ program provides grants for a variety of internships, providing 

great opportunities to get to know Europe and the realities of the countries that comprise it, whilst 

studying and/or carrying out development activities and starting work.  

 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Veterinary Medicine offers 2 types of opportunity which are listed below and subsequently detailed. 

 

1. ERASMUS+ STUDY, in which students take courses, exams and carry out internships and/or 

modules of their choice (this last opportunity depending on the host site) 

 

2. ERASMUS TRAINEESHIP, in which student activities relate to starting work (in fact you can 

take advantage of these grants in the months immediately following your Degree) and can provide 

equivalent credits to those chosen by the student in the veterinary medicine course, particularly in clinic 

areas of study. 

 

1. ERASMUS + STUDY: can be undertaken in any location for which there is an agreement with the 

Veterinary Medicine course and primarily involve internships of 9 months, with set courses, and related 

examinations. The credits are validated as training or educational activities chosen by the student. This 

last opportunity is limited to some locations but results in 8 credits in a single area (eg small animal 

surgery, internal medicine in small/large animals etc). In some Erasmus+ study Locations the 

internship is shorter (3-4 months) and credits are related to the chosen educational activity and/or 

activities included in the traineeship (see at the end of this paragraph for a list of the host sites with the 

duration of the program and the activities usually carried out). 

 

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE. Students who, at the time of application, have acquired all the credits 

relating to Physiology and endocrinology of pets and the Physiology and ethology of domestic animals 

can participate. When completing the application a certificate of knowledge of the language of the 

chosen Faculty (level A2) must be included. If you do not have this certificate you can insert a self-

certification. 

 

SELECTION PANELS AND INFORMATION MEETINGS. Announcements for the selection of 

students eligible for the Erasmus+ scholarships are published on the University website (click students, 

click study abroad and then follow the link to Erasmus+) generally at the end of January with 

submission deadlines usually the 28th February. A panel of at least 3 teachers is appointed and the 

selection comprises a brief interview with each student who has applied. Particular attention will be 

paid to the motivations for application and the study program to be carried out abroad. Knowledge of 

the language of the host site may be verified by reading of a section of a scientific article in the language 

of the location chosen for the internship. 

http://www.erasmusplus.it/erasmusplus/erasmus/


             DIPARTIMENTO DI MEDICINA VETERINARIA 

The date and the faculty hall location for an information meeting will be published on the website. All 

those who wish to submit an application must attend to receive the necessary information regarding 

the hosting sites. This meeting is held by the tutor of the Veterinary Medicine Course, Prof. Valeria 

Grieco (mailto:valeria.grieco@unimi.it). Another meeting will be arranged by the central student 

mobility offices and, at this meeting, the procedures for completing the application will be described.  

These procedures are the same for each student, regardless of which degree course they are enrolled 

in. In addition to this meeting, the tutor convenes a further meeting, usually in mid-December, to 

provide information that will enable students to plan and budget an eventually abroad stage. 

 

AFTER THE SELECTION, THE PREPARATION OF THE LEARNING AGREEMENT. The 

learning agreement is a document listing the activities that the student will perform abroad. There are 

3 signatories, the student, the tutor of the Faculty of origin and the tutor of the host Faculty. The learning 

agreement is responsible for the student who undertakes to implement the program (at least 70% of the 

credits declared) and at the same it is a form of protection for the student. The tutors declare that these 

activities will take place at the host site and that, upon return, they will be validated and included in 

the student's career. 

To prepare an appropriate Learning Agreement for the individual student, the Veterinary Medicine 

tutor sees the student twice: first to discuss the program and then to complete the document and sign 

it. The learning agreement will then be sent to the foreign office for the signature of the local tutor. 

The learning agreement is not rigidly fixed, it can in fact be changed by adding or deleting courses/ 

practices. There is a section in the document for such changes that, as for the initial document, will be 

signed by the student, the Italian tutor and the foreign one. 

 

THE DEPARTURE. The departures for the 9-month internships take place in September, with 

different dates depending on the start of the courses in the host Faculty. For shorter internships, as a 

module of your choice and / or internship, the departures are usually in February or March. 

 

DURING THE PERIOD ABROAD. During the period abroad it is important to follow all the courses 

and practices included in the learning agreement. It is also important to keep a logbook in which the 

practical activities will be recorded and shared with the teachers responsible for certifying the hours 

worked. In modules chosen by the student it is advisable to ask the foreign teacher responsible for these 

practical hours, to affix at the end of the certificate a short report relative  the student's work, so that he 

can then translate it into a school grade. This is not necessary for training hours. 

 

ON RETURN. On return, the host faculty provides a "certificate of stay" in which the start and end 

dates of the visit appear. Within 10 days from the end of the internship date, this certificate and the 

"transcript of record" (document showing school grades and activities carried out, also issued by the 

host Institution) must be delivered to the central Erasmus office which will make a copy and return the 

original documents to the student. The “transcript of record" must then be handed over to the Faculty's 

tutor, upon request for an appointment, so that the final validation document of the activities carried 

out can be approved in the Didactic College and delivered to the central secretariat who insert it in the 

student career. 

mailto:valeria.grieco@unimi.it
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If you do not pass parts of the exam abroad you can performing them in Italy through small integration 

examinations. To carry out the latter it is important to ask for a meeting with the tutor who will draw 

up a brief document for the teacher concerning the part to be integrated. 

 

2. ERASMUS TRAINEESHIP. The traineeship opportunities provided by the Veterinary area 

generally have a duration of 3 months and comprise internships at foreign veterinary clinics, research 

laboratories or other centers that allow job start. Some internships are intended for students, and in 

particular for undergraduates of Veterinary Medicine (Clinics for example) while others are tailored to 

be suitable for undergraduates in Veterinary Biotechnology or Animal Production as well. 

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE. To participate, you must still be enrolled in the Degree Program subject 

at the time of the announcement and the time of selection (although programs may be started after 

graduation at the time of selections must be still student). This also applies to Postgraduate School and 

PhD students, if they are potential candidates). 

It is important to have all the requisites that are reported for each Foreign Office on the Excel file 

included in the call, which lists all possible foreign host offices. You must ensure you meet all the 

requirements of the host venue before the application is submitted. Once you understand that you have 

the requisites, since these are internships for which your curriculum is important, a well-targeted 

curriculum where the relevant activities are well listed is important and it is also advisable to obtain 

supporting certificates. For example: if the scholarship takes place in an equine clinic and the candidate 

has experience in this area from an internship in the Faculty or elsewhere, they should ask the 

teachers/veterinarians responsible for such practices to draw up a certificate detailing the activity and 

the duration of the experience. The same will be true for laboratory activities if you want to compete 

for scholarships combined with research centers, etc. 

When filling in the application, a certificate of knowledge of the language (level A2) of the chosen 

foreign host centres must be inserted. If you do not have this certificate you can insert a self-

certification. 

 

SELECTION BANDS AND RELATED INFORMATION The calls for the Traineeship selection 

are published on the University website (click students, click study abroad and then follow the link for 

Erasmus+ traineeship), generally in September or October, with expiry 2-3 weeks after publication. It 

is therefore advisable to check the University website carefully and frequently so as not to miss the 

deadline. Around the time of the call for selection the faculty tutor teacher for this program, Prof. Paola 

dall'Ara (mailto:paola.dallara@unimi.it), will hold an information meeting. Place and date will appear 

on the site. 

For the selections a panel of at least 3 teachers is appointed and the procedures consists of a brief 

interview with each candidate who has applied. The panel will be looking at the motivations for 

application and the study program to be carried out abroad will be taken into consideration and the 

knowledge of the language of the Office chosen for the internship will be verified. 

 

AFTER THE SELECTION, THE PREPARATION OF THE TRAINEESHIP AGREEMENT. 

The traineeship agreement is a document listing the activities that the selected student will undertake 

at the foreign institution. The document is signed by the student, the tutor of the Faculty of origin and 

the tutor of the host institution. The traineeship agreement is the responsibility of the selected person 

who undertakes to implement the program.  At the same time the traineeship protect the person who 

mailto:paola.dallara@unimi.it
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signed it. The Italian and foreign tutors sign to agree that everything reported will be delivered and 

that, upon return, will be validated and included in the scholarship career if not yet graduated, or in 

Europass if graduated. 

To prepare an appropriate traineeship agreement the student should make an appointment with the 

Faculty tutor Prof. Paola Dall'Ara. If the program was promoted by another teacher (see Excel file that 

is attached to the announcement), it is necessary to make an appointment with this different tutor.  

 

THE DEPARTURE. The departure must be coordinated with the host organization, through the tutor. 

In all cases, the internship must be carried out by 30 September of the year following the call for 

applications. Example: for the September/October 2018 call for applications, the deadline will be 30 

September 2019. 

 

ON THE WAY BACK. Upon return, the host institution provides a "certificate of stay" in which the 

start and end dates of the stage appear. Immediately after the return, make an appointment with the 

tutor Prof. Paola Dall'Ara for recognition practices. 

 


